Writing Theory

Hayes and Flower (1980)

· Hayes, J. R and Flower, L. S. (1980), ‘Identifying the organization of writing processes’, in Gregg, L. W. and Steinberg, E. R. (eds.), Cognitive Processes in Writing.  Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum Associates. pp 3-30.

· Think-aloud protocols (talk about what you have just written)

· Writers use a combination of cognitive processes to get their writing done and that there is a hierarchy of these at work, dependent on the age, experience and beliefs of the writer (e.g. remembering, ordering, revising etc).

· These processes can change as the goals of the writing change

Bereiter and Scardamalia (1987)

· Bereiter, C. and Scardamalia, M. (1987), The Psychology of Written Composition.  Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

· From conversation to ‘knowledge telling’

· From ‘knowledge telling’ to ‘knowledge transformation’
Kellogg (1994) 
· Kellogg, R. T. (1994), The Psychology of Writing. New York: Oxford University Press.
· Writing as an act of thinking
· Writing as meaning-making through symbols aided by:
· ‘Schema’: mental maps, images or representations of objects, events, beliefs
· ‘Schemata’: where the writer adopts several different knowledge representations
Sharples (1999)
· Sharples, M. (1999), How We Write: Writing as Creative Design. London: Routledge.
	
	Knowledge telling
	Knowledge transforming

	High focus thinking
	Brainstorming (associational)
	Problem solving; setting goals

	Low focus thinking
	Idea flowing (fully engaged); motivated by the writing itself not external reward
	Daydreaming; picturing an experience


How far is poetry/creative writing ‘knowledge transformation’?

