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Anya Shurbsole’s view of cricket
Star cricketer Anya Shrubsole, player of England, gladly told Sports Up how she came from being a small schoolgirl to a cool cricketer.

“It’s quite simple really.” Anya told us. “I joined the school cricket team, and discovered my enjoyment for the game. So I carried on, improving my skills and starting to play in matches against other schools. My advice is that you just need to stick at it and you might just discover that you are good at it.”

Unfortunately, while Anya was still progressing, she received a number of sexist comments from opposing teams, who believed that girls couldn’t play and they were weaker. 

Anya said simply, “Physically, men will always be stronger, for it was the way they were built, and there’s not much we can do about it. Although they can bat further and can bowl quicker, when it comes to skill, we are level.”

So, with her head held high, Anya continues to work towards her ultimate goal, to become the world’s greatest cricket player.  Though, she said laughing, “It may take a few more years!”

When we asked Anya how her family reacted to her career, she smiled and said, “They’re really supportive. I couldn’t play cricket if it wasn’t for them, for they take me everywhere and support me all the time.”

We also ask her the ultimate question. What’s it like to be famous?

She replied, “It’s the same really. People treat me for who I am, not what I am. I still have great friends, and I still have to go to school. Unfortunately, because I am away because of countless matches I am forever behind on my school work, and it is quite difficult to keep up. But I can cope; you can get use to it after a while!”
She also mentioned with a groan her diet. Because of her professional cricket playing, she has to follow a strict diet, without much sweet food. I hope she doesn’t have a sweet tooth!

Of course another essential question-How did you feel when you were picked for England? 

She said, “Surprised! I was only 16 at the time, and I really wasn’t expecting it. I was so excited too! It was a dream come true! I am determined to stay on the team and leave my mark in the cricketing world.

We wish Anya the best of luck for future matches, and we hope to see her in the studio again!

Sports interviews today By Lauren 
 

When Anya Shrubsole walked in the room I didn’t expect her to be like she was. Her appearance was different than I expected.  I thought she would have been big headed but instead she was down to earth and had lots to say.

 

  The questions she answered began with a lot of words she described that she started to play cricket when she was little and her role was a bowler.

 

Her position is bowling, but her preferred position is batting because  as a fielder then you usually only touch the ball once but when you’re a batter you take part more in the action.

 

She said that playing cricket is very social and very rewarding.

 

She informed that the best team she ever played against was Australia because she lost against them but it was very close.

 

When Anya realized that she got into the England team she wasn’t at all expecting it. Her parents were very supportive and proud of her.

 

Her tip was to ‘stick at it’

 

Interview with Anya Shurbsole Reported by Sarah 
When Anya walked into the class room I wasn’t to sure what to expect would she either be big headed or down to earth? Soon enough I realized that she was really down to earth, she seemed like just an ordinary girl.

She was wearing clothes that you and I would even wear, you could see that she wasn’t showing of. No sooner did our Interview start and we were off asking questions.  She started cricket at the age of thirteen she said that one way she mainly got into cricket was by other people seeing her potential, and this helped her to get to where she is now as well as her good playing.

Her main position that she plays is the bowler she said the reason for this is because it depend on you height and your weight which I didn't know. When we asked her would she rather play as batsman or fielder she answered by say batting this is because there is a lot more to do she said than fielding which can become very boring after a while.

She said that cricket is a very social sport and can be very rewarding, you get to travel to other Country's to play cricket. Her last trip was to Australia, she is now preparing to go off and play somewhere else. 

She doesn't get worked up when it comes to a match she takes everything in here stride.

The best team she has ever played against was Australia.

She gets along with her team mates and you could tell she is not self opinionated she cares about her team mates dearly.

When she got to know that she was playing for England she was very excited and surprised that she would be playing for her own country.

When she is with her friends she is not treated differently and this is what she likes about the sport and playing at this level: she can be herself and that they like her for who she is.

She had to make a lot of sacrifices for being able to play cricket most of her time is spent on training, she said that she trains up to 20 hours a week and that she has a special diet this all she must stick to this was hard for me to believe.

She struggles a lot with school work now that shes doing six form its hard for to catch up but she said that it pays to be very organized when it comes to cricket and school work.

Her family are very supportive of her and have backed her all the way she said that she wouldn't be where she is today without her parents as they have had to give up there time to drive to places and she was really thankful to them for this.

She enjoys this sport very much but she said that apart for cricket she likes a lot of other sports.

Apart for just playing cricket she spends time also playing that piano and the flute and she said that this was nice because it was nice to come back from a hard day training and be able to sit down and relax or even play a integument.

Currently she on the edge of the team but her personal aim for the future is to become womens best cricket.

She said there is a big difference from men and womens cricket she said men are much strong when it come to bowling and batting but she said the always will be but she said a far as tactics go women are great.

She has had a few sexist comments in her time she said when she starting out she was the only girl in a all boys team and when she went o play against another team some of the boys would say who ever gets the girl out you have to kiss her she later said that when she herself got her out it made them look a bit stupid.

She would like more time for school work and to play other sports.

The one piece of advice she gave us is to stick at everything we try.

