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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release

Bath Literature Festival announces its 2011 broadcast partnership with 
Sky Arts’ The Book Show
Bath Literature Festival, 25 February- 6 March 2011, is excited to announce a brand new media partnership with Sky Arts and The Book Show, which will be filmed during the first weekend of festival. 
The Book Show is the UK’s leading television programme dedicated entirely to books; hosted by well-known TV personality Mariella Frostrup. The show will return for a fifth series in October 2010, making its inaugural appearance in Bath on 26th February when Mariella will host a number of exclusive Book Show events featuring top literary talents and experts, all set in the majestic surroundings of Bath’s Guildhall. 
Alongside a unique line-up of special events, Sky Arts will also deliver a programme of onsite performances and workshops to compliment its presence at the festival. They will also launch a dedicated online blog to ensure that audiences far and wide can enjoy Bath Literature Festival and its distinctive atmosphere.  

Bath Literature Festival’s Artistic Director James Runcie commented on the new partnership: “I am delighted to enter into this partnership with Sky Arts, a broadcaster that is unafraid of big ideas and champions all that is best in contemporary literature. We will be putting The Book Show at the heart of our Festival and will be hosting a wide range of supporting activities to make our ten days of events even more challenging, entertaining, and inspiring.”
Popular Book Show features will make their appearance in Bath including Bedside Table, which sees a writer talking about what they are reading and Book Club Recommendations, focusing on a bookshop from within the city and their recommended reading for book clubs. The new season will also introduce a new segment in which guests will reveal the books they feel everyone should read by the age of 21.
The full Bath Literature Festival programme will be announced at the end of November 2010, and general ticket booking will open on Tuesday 4th January 2011.
Tickets for the festival can be booked by telephone 01225 463362, online at www.bathfestivals.org.uk or in person at Bath Festivals Box Office, 2 Church Street, Abbey Green, Bath BA1 1NL.
 Ends

For more information contact: 

Joanna Froud, Marketing & Communications Officer, Bath Festivals

joanna.froud@bathfestivals.org.uk  Tel: 01225 462231

Juliet Simpson, Marketing & Communications Manager, Bath Festivals

juliet.simpson@bathfestivals.org.uk  Tel: 01225 462231

Images available on request.

Notes to Editors

About Bath Literature Festival
Bath Literature Festival has gone from strength to strength since its inception in 1995, becoming a well-established event in the country’s literary calendar. The Festival offers an intensive nine-day programme of events, designed by Artistic Director James Runcie, featuring fascinating literary specialists discussing ideas with fellow experts and enthusiastic audiences. In recent years the Festival has hosted a vast selection of literary figures including Terry Pratchett, Joanna Trollope, Doris Lessing, Tony Benn, Margaret Atwood, Alexander McCall Smith, Tariq Ali, Jacqueline Wilson, Ian Banks, Hilary Mantel, and Sue Townsend.
About Bath Festivals
Bath Festivals is a long-established independent arts company with charitable status, producing the Bath Literature Festival, the Bath International Music Festival and from 2010 the Bath Festival of Children’s Literature. Bath Festivals is the city’s central arts organisation which also runs a year-round education programme and a year-round Box Office, selling tickets for thousands of events throughout the area, working alongside approximately 80 local and national arts organisations, promoters and venues. Bath Festivals receives core funding from Bath and North East Somerset Council (B&NES) and Arts Council England, as well as support from commercial sponsors, trust funds and private donors.
Sky Arts
Sky is all about providing choice. That includes giving arts lovers the content they are passionate about, and making great arts accessible to everyone.

On-screen
Sky Arts is the only stable of television channels in the UK dedicated entirely to the arts, screening 24 hours a day, every day on Sky Arts 1, Sky Arts 2, Sky Arts 1 HD and Sky Arts 2 HD. Highlights include a world first in opera simulcasting, screening the first night of ENO's La Bohème on Sky Arts 2 whilst simultaneously broadcasting all of the backstage action live on Sky Arts 1; Songbook, a series of one on one interviews and acoustic performances from seminal songwriters and The Book Show - the only television programme in the UK dedicated solely to books.  Sky Arts also run 24 smaller scale partnerships a year with arts organisations from across the UK.   Each partnership sees Sky Arts produce a specially filmed Sky Arts At...documentary, giving viewers a unique view of the artistic process from behind the scenes.  2010 partnerships include Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Artes Mundi and National Theatre of Scotland.
Online
sky.com/arts showcases the variety of content available on Sky Arts’ channels with highlight clips, programme information and offers.

On the streets
Sky is also one of the largest corporate sponsors of arts in the UK, working with The Guardian Hay Festival and English National Ballet amongst others. Sky Arts has a two-year partnership with Artichoke, the UK’s leading public arts producer. The first project in the Sky Arts Artichoke Season was Antony Gormley’s proposal for the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square. One & Other. This was followed by Lumiere, a festival of light in Durham. 2010 sees the continuation of the Sky Arts Artichoke Season with a series of Artichoke Salons at the Tate, and The Magical Menagerie which took place in July at the Milton Keynes International Festival. 
