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For immediate release
Exclusively Revealed: The Big Bath Read 2011!
The Bath Literature Festival, held 25 February to 6 March 2011, is thrilled to announce this year’s Big Bath Read: Aminatta Forna’s The Memory of Love. 
A soaring account of ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances, Aminatta Forna's beautifully constructed tale will be poured over by book clubs, groups and individual readers during the coming months. A special online blog will also be set up so that booklovers across the region, and indeed further a field, can debate, discuss and thrash out their observations and opinions of the novel. The Memory of Love’s tenure as the Big Bath Read will culminate in a special event, chaired by the Festival’s Artistic Director James Runcie, on the first Sunday of the 2011 Bath Literature Festival.
The Memory of Love transports us to an African city, where a dying man Elias Cole, reflects on a past obsession: Saffia, the woman he loved, and Julius, her charismatic, unpredictable husband. Arriving in the wake of war Adrian Lockheart is a psychologist new to this foreign land, struggling with its secrets and the intensity of the heat, dust and dirt, until he finds friendship in Kai Mansaray, a young colleague at the hospital. All three lives will collide in a story about friendship, love, war, about understanding the indelible effects of the past and the nature of obsessive love.
Artistic Director James Runcie commented on his choice for the 2011 Big Bath Read: ‘One of the great delights of the Big Bath Read is that it is an opportunity for lots of people to discuss a series of ideas about the way in which stories are told, what they mean and why they matter. I think it's vitally important to choose a novel of ambition that that has things to say about the world and how we live within it. Aminatta Forna's The Memory of Love is a stunning book. It travels into the heart of darkness, revealing much about the horrors of war and survival, but the story is told with an unerring humanity that makes it both moving and thought provoking. It's a book which asks questions and stays in the mind. I hope it will provide plenty of intelligent discussion and passionate debate- because that is what the Bath Literature Festival is all about.’
Aminatta Forna was born in Glasgow and raised between Sierra Leone and the UK. Formerly a journalist for BBC Television, she now divides her time between London and Sierra Leone as a full-time writer and has previously published two award-winning works; Ancestor Stones and a memoir of her father - The Devil That Danced on Water. In 2007 Aminatta was named by Vanity Fair as one of Africa's most promising new writers and her work has been translated into nine languages.
The Memory of Love is published by Bloomsbury and is out now and copies signed by the author are available from Mr. B’s Emporium of Reading Delights, 14 -15 John Street, Bath, who are the official booksellers for the Bath Literature Festival.

Tickets to see Aminatta Forna at the 2011 Bath Literature Festival will be on general sale from Tuesday 4th January 2011. However if you would like to support the Festival further and receive lots of great benefits then why not become a Bath Literature Festival Pen Friend for just £30? This scheme will also allow you to buy tickets during the priority booking period which will open on 6th December 2010. 

Bath Literature Festival values your opinion and would love to hear your thoughts on this year’s Big Bath Read. Please visit the Bath Literature Festival Book Group blog at www.bigbathread.wordpress.com. 

General booking for the Festival will open on Tuesday 4th January from 9.30am at Bath Festivals Box Office, 2 Church Street, Abbey Green, Bath BA1 1NL.  Alternatively you can book by telephone on 01225 463362 or online at www.bathlitfest.org.uk
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Notes to Editors

About Bath Literature Festival
Bath Literature Festival has gone from strength to strength since its inception in 1995, becoming a well-established event in the country’s literary calendar. The Festival offers an intensive nine-day programme of events, designed by Artistic Director James Runcie, featuring fascinating literary specialists discussing ideas with fellow experts and enthusiastic audiences. In recent years the Festival has hosted a vast selection of literary figures including Terry Pratchett, Joanna Trollope, Doris Lessing, Tony Benn, Margaret Atwood, Alexander McCall Smith, Tariq Ali, Jacqueline Wilson, Ian Banks, Hilary Mantel, and Sue Townsend.
About Bath Festivals
Bath Festivals is a long-established independent arts company with charitable status, producing the Bath Literature Festival, the Bath International Music Festival and from 2010 the Bath Festival of Children’s Literature. Bath Festivals is the city’s central arts organisation which also runs a year-round education programme and a year-round Box Office, selling tickets for thousands of events throughout the area, working alongside approximately 80 local and national arts organisations, promoters and venues. Bath Festivals receives core funding from Bath and North East Somerset Council (B&NES) and Arts Council England, as well as support from commercial sponsors, trust funds and private donors.
